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Intelligence review - Director of Central Intelligence 
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a. Tbs situation in South Vietnam 
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b. Estimates of Communist reaction and intent — 
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Hanoi, Peking and Moscow 
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The political and diplomatic situation - The Secretary of State 
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The military situation - Secretary of Defense 
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March. 26, 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


I think the NSC meeting today should bo devoted centrally to 
Vietnam, and that it -would be helpful at this point for all present 
to take a deep breath and listen to each ether for about a half 
hour in a review c£ tho situation as it now stands. Accordingly, 

I have asked John McCone to discuss the situation in South Vietnam 
and the attitudes ci the major Communist powers. I have asked 
Dean Rusk to follow on with a discussion of the political aad 
diplomatic situation, and I have asked Bcb McNamara to v/ind up 
•with a comment from the military side. 


The group, although carefully selected, will be quite large, and 
I doubt if in this group you. will wish to go beyond the line you have 
taken with the Governors and in year Cabinet statement yesterday. 
(The fact of a possible longer statement or speech is being as 
tightly held as we know how.) 


This meeting is the fir3t for Governor Ellington and the last for 
Douglas Dillon, and you may wish to say a word about each of 
them. 


McG. B. 
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